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CONTACT & OFFICIALS DETAILS
Office Location

108 Sawyers Arms Road, Papanui, Christchurch 8052

Postal Address

PO Box 35 080, Shirley, Christchurch 8640

Phone

03 385 4449

Email

info@parafedcanterbury.co.nz

Auditors

Community Capacity Accounting

Solicitor

Gerard Richardson, Meares Williams Lawyers, Christchurch

Bankers

Westpac New Zealand, The Palms Branch, Christchurch

Board Members

Mrs. Sian Ruth

- Chairperson

Mr. Ken Sowden

- Senior Staff Member

Mrs. Annette Melrose
Mr. Grant Philip
Mrs Geraldine Rae – appointed AGM 2020
Ms. Nicki Turner (MNZM) – appointed AGM 2020
Staff Members

Life Members

Mr. Ken Sowden (MNZM)

- Operations Manager

Mr. Hadleigh Pierson

- Sports Manager

Mrs. Charlotte Pawson

- Junior Sports Manager

Ms. Jodie Kilshaw (contractor)

- Sponsorship & Events Manager

Mrs. Kerry Jenkinson

- Administration Manager

Mr. Roly Crichton (inducted 2020)

Mr. Jim McKie

Mrs. Cherie Porter (inducted 2019)

Mrs. Alison Smith

Ms. Ang James (inducted 2018)

Mr. Graham Condon +

Ms. Sophie Pascoe (inducted 2017)

Mr. Ron Guthrey +

Mr. Ben Lucas (inducted 2006)

Mr. Keith McCormick +

Mr. Colin Willis (inducted 2006)

Mr. Len Smith +

Mrs. Kathy Condon

Mr. William Utley +

Mr. Phil Humphreys

Mr. Ivan Wadley +

+ deceased
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CHAIRPERSONS REPORT
It is with great pleasure that I present the Chairperson’s Report for 2020.
What a year! When I wrote my report this time last year we were looking forward to the Tokyo
2020 Paralympic Games and something called “Corona Virus” was starting to come to our
attention. How our lives and the world have changed in the past 12 months. It has been a time of
great uncertainty, but as I reflect how ParaFed Canterbury has fared over this period, I am
extremely proud of how we as an organisation have got through the year. It has shown that,
financially we are strong enough to weather such an event, but more importantly we have an
amazing team of people who step up every time to meet the challenges and to ensure we are
there to support our members.
It has been a year of challenges and disappointment for our athletes with international, national
and regional events being cancelled, quite often at the last minute, due to Covid-19 issues. This
has not stopped them from taking opportunities to compete when they can and to continue
training towards a goal that has shifted just a wee bit further out. This takes real commitment
and determination.
The strength of our junior programmes continues to grow and provides opportunities to develop
the stars of the future. During lockdown we saw some innovative competitions and challenges
being run by our team and it also gave us the opportunity to extend these activities to the other
ParaFed’s and d-sport within the country.
We continue to be grateful to Melrose Kiwi Concept Wheelchairs for providing us with office
space as we continue to look at options for our permanent home. We are also proud of the
partnerships we have developed with organisations that support and complement the work that
we do in the community.
Financially, 2020 has been a good year. The team have done a fantastic job in grant funding
applications, along with continuing to identify new funding opportunities. A special thanks to the
No Exceptions Fund, the PNZ Cyril Smith Legacy Fund and all our sponsors for your support and
enabling us to achieve our key goals through 2020.
I would like to thank the ParaFed Canterbury Board for their support during 2020. The Board
continue to work hard towards achieving the strategic plans and goals that have been set, and
there are a number of exciting new projects as we look to the future of ParaFed Canterbury.
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I would like to acknowledge Grant Philip who will be stepping down from the ParaFed Canterbury
Board at the AGM. Grant has been on the Board for the past 13 years and has made a huge
contribution over that time. We will miss his input but thank him for his support over the years.
I would like to acknowledge our staff, and a mere “thank you” does not seem enough. The team
work so hard and are so motivated to ensure that our members are given every opportunity to
pursue their goals. As an organisation we are so lucky to have these amazing people on our team
and they are a big part of what makes ParaFed Canterbury great.
I am sure you will be aware that our Sports Manager, Hadleigh Pierson, is currently on medical
leave. We look forward to seeing his smiling face back in the office once he is recovered.
We all have our fingers crossed that Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games takes place this year. There
are a number of our athletes, coaches and officials who have been working hard towards
selection and I would like to wish you all the best.
SIAN RUTH, CHAIRPERSON, PARAFED CANTERBURY

OUR STAFF
Ken Sowden, Operations Manager. (MNZM) Ensures the strategic plan is implemented and
supports all staff in achieving their respective goals. Ken is a member of our Board and has input
into the future direction of the organisation.

Hadleigh Pierson, Sports Manager. Manages the majority of sports related matters, including
the academy programme, sports clubs and the recruitment of new athletes. Hadleigh also
manages our website and our social media pages.

Charlotte Pawson, Junior Sports Manager. Delivers our two junior sports programmes and
manages the ParaFed Canterbury team to the Junior Games. Assists the Sports Manager when
required across a range of activities, sports, and events.

Kerry Jenkinson, Administration Manager. Is responsible for the all the administration tasks,
including transition of our accounts fully into the MYOB Essentials accounting package and
assisting with funding applications.

Jodie Kilshaw, Sponsorship & Events Manager. Responsible for managing and renewing our
current business sponsors and liaising with any potential new sponsors. Securing sponsors for
our Annual Awards.
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OUR SERVICES AND PROJECTS
On a day-to-day basis ParaFed Canterbury has provided support and resources to the following
programmes:
Para athletics

Boccia

Para cycling

Powerchair Football

Shooting

Para swimming

Para table tennis

Wheelchair Rugby

Wheelchair Tennis

Academy Programme

Junior Sports Club

Selwyn Junior Sports Club

Hydrotherapy Pool Sessions

Total Mobility

Equipment Loan/Hire

Community Education sessions

Funding Advice
In addition to the programmes and services above in 2020 ParaFed Canterbury has been involved
in several exciting projects:

•

Lock Down Activities
Due to Covid-19 we needed to engage with our members in a different way. Our Academy
athletes and officials were all communicated with several times over this period. Our
Junior members were kept engaged via a variety of online activities and competitions.
There was an online Boccia skills competition which went national and even was picked
up Internationally.
The ParaFed Network also developed “Lockdown Games” which saw all regional
ParaFed’s come up with a challenge to their Junior members. Over the Lockdown period
this proved a great initiative with many younger people participating in the various
challenges.

•

ParaFed Network Leadership Group
ParaFed Canterbury is part of a network of 10 ParaFed’s that share common goals and
are working towards unity and acknowledgement within the New Zealand sports sector.
We are represented on the ParaFed Network Leadership Group by Sian Ruth and Ken
Sowden. The leadership group ensure ParaFed’s have a voice within the community and
that Para sport is party of any conversation when it comes to sport within New Zealand.
All Sports Managers are part of a regular catch up via Zoom where ideas and resources
are shared and a better understanding of what is happening nationally is gained.

•

Halberg Foundation /ParaFed Canterbury Collaboration
2020 saw several collaborations with the Halberg Foundation Canterbury Advisor – Mitch
Rhodes. This saw trips to Timaru and Nelson where schools with students with a physical
disability participated in a variety of sports. This was on top of regular meetings between
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our local Halberg Advisor and ParaFed Canterbury staff to ensure that there was a
coordinated approach within the sector and that we were offering the very best
opportunities to our community.

•

Boccia Nationals and Primary Schools Sports
Although many sports had to cancel their competitions, the Boccia Nationals were held in
Christchurch over 4 days in 2020. This along with the Primary Schools Boccia competition
meant that our Boccia players had several opportunities to compete. Thankfully most
other school sports also manged to hold their events which saw many of our younger
members competing at the Swimming and Athletics School Sports competitions.

•

Learn to Swim
We continued with our traditional Learn to Swim programme which this year we ran out of
the Wharanui Pool. With nearly 20 young people attending, this has been a fantastic
initiative to not only teach the basic skills and safety but also to start people on a
swimming pathway if they want to continue.

•

Wheelchair Tennis
New Zealand Wheelchair Tennis funded a 6-week coaching block which enabled several
new athletes to learn about the sport and learn the skills required. This will be repeated in
2021 as there is an ever-increasing pool of new players that we want to see competing in
the future.

•

Our Volunteers
Volunteers are the backbone of what we do. Their support enables our programmes,
sports, and activities to run. A simple thank you could never represent the gratitude we
have for all that they do for ParaFed Canterbury.

Felicity Lowen (centre)
2020 Most Valued Volunteer
Presented by Sarah Brennan
(Healthcare NZ) and Phil Humphreys,
Life Member

8

PARAFED CANTERBURY ANNUAL REPORT 2020

2020 PARAFED CANTERBURY AWARDS
ParaFed Canterbury celebrated another successful year at their 2020 Awards Function held at the
Show Gate Function Centre at Riccarton Racecourse on Saturday 28th November 2020.
Sophie Pascoe (MNZM) was named the 2020 ParaFed Canterbury Sportsperson of the Year for a
record 12th time in the organisation’s history.
Roly Crichton (ONZM) was awarded ParaFed Canterbury Life Membership to recognise
achievements not only as a medal winning Paralympic swimmer but as the coach of Sophie
Pascoe throughout her career. Roly joins 15 other Cantabrians to be awarded this honour.
152 guests were treated to a fantastic evening, including some onscreen highlights from the year
and the world-famous table quiz.
For the fourth consecutive year, the evening was sponsored by McDonald’s Canterbury, a familyowned business who are a fantastic supporter of the Canterbury Community. An additional 11
local businesses supported individual sports awards throughout the evening.
Full list of award winners:
Sportsperson of the Year

Sophie Pascoe (MNZM)

Sponsored by Hellers New Zealand’s Butcher

Junior Sportsperson of the Year

Alisha Mill

Sponsored by Gallagher Brothers

Emerging Talent of the Year

Gabriella Smith

Sponsored by Mortgage Consulting Ltd

Spirit in Sport Award

Isaac Brewster

Sponsored by Sub 5 Security

Club Swimmer of the Year

Lili-Fox Mason

Sponsored by Fenwick Reinforcing Ltd

Club Cyclist of the Year

Ieuan Edwards

Sponsored by On Air Ads

Boccia Club Player of the Year

Andrew Hocken

Sponsored by Gelita NZ Ltd

Powerchair Football Club Award
Sponsored by Dynamic Controls

Luke Alderton
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Shooting Club Ultimate Shot Award

Ian Simpson

Sponsored by BDO

Canterbury Wheelchair Rugby MVP

Ian Simpson

Sponsored by Melrose Kiwi Concept Chairs

Phil Humphreys Most Valued Volunteer Award

Felicity Lowen

Sponsored by Healthcare New Zealand Ltd

Inaugural James Sheehan Partnership Award

Murray Traill
McDonalds Canterbury

ParaFed Canterbury Life Membership

Roly Crichton (OMNZ)

2020 ACADEMY PROGRAMME
The ParaFed Canterbury Academy Programme supported 15 Para athletes and 2 coaches and 2
officials in 2020.
Graham Condon

Cody Everson

Wheelchair rugby

Cody Everson

Wheelchair rugby

Scott Martlew

Para canoe

William Stedman

Para athletics

Luke Alderton

Powerchair football

Ella Benn

Para swimming

Ieuan Edwards

Para swimming

Lilian Exton

Boccia

Alisha Mill

Boccia

Mike Todd

Wheelchair rugby

Montana Brown

Para athletics

Ben Gould

Para swimming

Zack Lappin

Para athletics

Lili-Fox Mason

Para swimming

Jasper Moss

Para athletics

Gabriella Smith

Para swimming

PNZ Cyril Smith

Thomas Chin

Boccia (Coach)

Coach & Officials Scholarship

Alexander McIntyre

Para athletics (Coach)

Debra Edmonds

Powerchair football (Classifier)

Helen Tait

Para swimming (Official)

Scholarship Recipient
Academy Level 1

Academy Level 2

Junior Academy
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Montana Brown
Para athletics

Amber Proudfoot
Para swimming

Ieuan Edwards
Para cycling
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FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
ParaFed Canterbury’s 2020 Financial Performance Report at the end of this Annual Report,
represents a successful year given it was such a disruptive year for all funders due to Covid-19.
Initially there was a lot of uncertainty with the Gaming Machine Trusts due to a decrease in funds
available due to lockdowns but overall, these funds recovered well, and they were able to
distribute funds into the community similar to previous years.
There was great Government support via the Wage Subsidy scheme as well as various other
Covid–19 funds that we managed to tap into, which meant overall our income was not affected
that much in 2020.
Funding continues to be an unknown and we are always at the mercy of the current environment
as far as funds that can be allocated within the community.
We are thankful of the continued support of our many Annual Sponsors as well as the large
supporters such as the Rata Foundation and the Christchurch City Council who believe in what
we are doing and the benefits to the community.
Listed at the end of this Annual Report are all the incredible supporters of ParaFed Canterbury
and we want to acknowledge the contribution they have all made to a successful 2020.
Our Accordia Investment Portfolio continues to outperform traditional methods of Investment or
Term Deposits and we have now fully transitioned into our new MYOB Essentials Accounting
package. We would like to acknowledge our Accountant Ricky White who has guided us over
many years as he has overseen our accounts.
The Board has achieved its goal of an operating surplus in 2020 which is a pleasing result.
2021 will as always be an uncertain year financially as the country adapts to the ups and downs
of Covid -19 but we are operating from a sound position and will strive to ensure we obtain
funding to continue with the support of our people and programmes.
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PARAFED CANTERBURY WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR
MAJOR SPONSORS FOR THEIR SUPPORT IN 2020

Halberg Foundation

Sport New Zealand

Rata Foundation

Pub Charity

Paralympics New Zealand
Cyril Smith Legacy Fund

Melrose Kiwi Concept

The Southern Trust

The Lion Foundation

Mainland Foundation

Lottery Grants Board

Paraloan

McDonalds Canterbury

COGS

Jones Foundation

Keith Laugesen

Steadfast Foundation

CERT

Wheelchairs

Sport Canterbury Kiwi Sport
Fund

NZ Community Trust

Christchurch City Council

Charitable Trust

Sport Canterbury

Ministry of

Robert & Barbara

Social Development

Stewart Charitable Trust
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